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Normal life was at a standstill in the metropolis, as
there was no respite from the downpour that was
continuous. Trees and hoardings by the side of roads,
were being uprooted and mangled by the fury of the
mosoon.

Behind the Sri Mutt at Tiruvallikkeni, there are some
tenements for the staff of the mutt. They extend right
upto Singarachari Street on the other side.

In the upstairs of one of those tenements, two
students would always be busy with their studies for the
C.A. examination. They were burning the mindnight oil
and studying well beyond that time, on most occasions.
The monsoonish weather was of no concern to them that
day and they were all concentration on their preparation
for the examination.

That night they were reading till 2 A.M. and would
have continued even beyond, had not there been a
power failure at that hour. As such, they retired to bed
when there was sudden darkness all around.

By 3 A.M., rain had abated somewhat. And then,
suddenly there was a deafening noise at that hour, that
was heard even louder in the deathly silence prevalent
then, as everyone was fast asleep in the wee hours.

A portion of the tenement, where the staff of the Sri
Mutt were residing, had collapsed to rubbles, causing a
loud bang.

The students who were studying for C.A. had also
come down to the earth in a flash, with all the debris and
building materials like wooden rafters and steel girders.